First let me say that I really wish I did not have to invade upon your summer. You work hard all year and you deserve a break. We all do. However, you have signed up for a class, a wonderful class, which simply can not be covered well in a school year. One of my goals is to prepare you to do well on the AP Exam. While working over the summer, other breaks, and during your last year of high school, for that matter, might be difficult, you will be very thankful when you are super prepared for your exam and when you get to university with all those credits. The question is do you currently have the maturity to see that and to do what is necessary to make it happen. I hope so.

I love this class. I loved it when I took it (My teacher was Steve Underwood, one of the only teacher’s names I can still remember) and then later concentrated in European history at university. So, I offer you a class that will go over some exciting events in history. If you are not really a fan of history, I can try my best to turn you, but no guarantees. For those non-fans, you will struggle because this class is a lot of work, even more so when you are not enjoying it.

The Task this Summer:  200 Pts
1) Read excerpts from Chapters 11,12, and 13 in our textbook The Western Experience. Do not read them all together. 
2) Read The Big Chill along with the Late Middle Ages Text. Respond with our thoughts at the bottom. 
3) As you read, add to Mercado’s notes in the notes column
4) Complete the questions for each section
5) Go to the McGraw website for this textbook : http://ewhighered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072424370/  and do the quizzes for each chapter. E-mail those results to me as you complete it : tpuckett@asd.edu.qa
6) As you read, do the identifications for the chapter. 
7) Prior to coming back to school, study all that you have done and Mercado’s notes in preparation for a test.  This will be done the 2nd week of school
8) Read The Prince.  This is a very important book to understand the mind of the leaders of Europe during the time that we study. Be an active reader. Part of your grade for this part is based on high lighting and side notes.
9) Answer the questions about The Prince
Grading

	Assignment
	Points

	Active Reading (text is appropriately highlighted or annotated) and Questions 
	75 pts



	Active studying of Mercado’s Notes
	10 pts

	The Big Chill
	5 pts

	Identifications
	50 pts

	E-mailed Quizzes for Chapters 11 & 12
	10 pts each

	Active Reading of The Prince
	25 pts

	The Prince Questions
	25 pts


If you have time and want to get ahead, you can go ahead and read your big book that is required for the year. Or you could watch some movies.

Recommendations: 

Books:  Great Entertainment books for even at the beach -- Pillars of the Earth and  World Without End by Ken Follet or a more serious book – A Distant Mirror by Barbara Tuchman. Salt: A World History  by Mark Kurlansky (A really interesting book),  A World Lit Only by Fire: The Medieval Mind and the Renaissance by  William Manchester
Movies : Becket, The Lion in Winter, Henry V, The Name of the Rose, Prince of Foxes and any other you can find from Renaissance and before.  I watch Agony and the Ecstasy in class so do not watch that one. 

