IB English A-1 SL/HL summer work
If possible, purchase a copy of the following books.  It will really help you to be able to mark up a book rather than to use a school one.  Being able to notice and remember specific text is important to the study of literature.  Keeping track of your impressions and questions along the way is necessary.

A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen
The Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut

Grendel  by John Gardner

Beowulf (Seamus Heaney translation)

Summer assignment: Read Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut. 

1. Journal: A.  Keep a character list, noting important characteristics and actions of the characters.  B. Track the plot, especially time shifts and what causes the shifts.  Pay attention to the ordering of the plot events in the novel in comparison to how they would be ordered if the story were told chronologically. (may be typed or hand written)

2.  Identify 2 passages  (50+ words each) that you are having trouble understanding or that you have some questions about.  Type out or photocopy each passage and then write a meaningful paragraph or two about why the passage is important and why you feel you need to understand it better.  Be sure to note what you do understand as well as what you want to investigate further.  Your paragraphs should be 100+ words.  (Should be typed.)

 (A word about secondary sources:  We recommend you use none and instead start to learn to rely on your own observations and ideas.  Just read for yourself….this is what you will have to do later on exams, so practicing now will only help you.  However, if you do read any secondary sources (Sparks notes, literary criticism, etc.), be sure to reference the sources if you use any ideas you gained by doing this.  This requires you keep track of where your ideas come from.   Referencing sources applies to the journal as well as the passage paragraphs.  Using ideas from a source without proper referencing is a form of plagiarism.

Bring your journal and the two passages to class when you return to school.

Teachers: Sharon Boyle-Woods  sboylewoods@asd.edu.qa

Dean Hill   dhill@asd.edu.qa

