 IB ART  year one      Summer Preparations   2010
The American School of Doha
Mrs. Dian Ritter (pdritters@yahoo.com)

“The purpose of the investigation workbooks is to encourage personal investigation into visual arts, which must be closely related to the studio work undertaken. The investigation workbooks should incorporate contextual, visual and critical investigation. They should function as working documents and support the student’s independent, informed investigation and studio practice. Investigation workbooks provide and opportunity for reflection and discovery and they play a key role in allowing ideas to take shape and grow. There should be a balance in the investigation between analytical and open-ended discussion, illustrating the student’s creative thinking.”
During the TWO YEAR IB ART Course, HL students are required to complete 144 hours of Studio Work and 96 hours of Investigative Workbook research. (approx. 4-5 hours per week Studio Work and 2-3 hours per week in your Investigation Workbook)  A minimum of 2 ½ -3 hours per week is need outside of class time.
SL students are required to complete 90 hours of Studio Work and 60 hours of Investigative Workbook research. (2 ½ hours per week Studio Work and 1 ½ hour per week Investigation)
************************************************************************************************
INVESTIGATION WORKBOOKS…..IDEA DEVELOPMENT IS THE KEY!
· Start a new SKETCHBOOK…must be spiral bound or stitched (no pads)
(Hard Black Covered books are very nice, A4 size) Leave page ONE blank.
· Page TWO….. WHY DO YOU WANT TO BE AN IB ART STUDENT?
 Page THREE…..WHERE DO ARTISTS GET IDEAS FROM?
                                   Make a visual and written list with10 answers.
· Draw lines to quarter your next 3 pages. Begin with a COKE can or bottle.
·  In square #1, complete a realistic PENCIL drawing of your can or bottle.
·  In square #2, complete a COLORED PENCIL drawing of same can or bottle,
                   With a focus on the LINEAR quality (sketchy lines, hatching,cross-hatching)
· Continue with all 12 squares, each one a different media ,style or  other alteration
**********************************************************************************


Research NON-TRADITIONAL Still Life Drawing and Painting on line.  Select two pieces that are unusual, interesting and curious….not your average ‘bowl of fruit’.  Print small copies (1/4 page each) of your two choices. You may do GOOD drawings if you cannot print. Label with Artist (if known) and Media. For each of the two works you selected, address the following.
· Explain what appealed to you the most about this work . (2-3 sentences)
· Describe how you see 3 Elements of Design used in this piece of art. (2 sentences each)
Line     Shape    Form    Color     Value     Space   Texture
· Describe how you see 3 Principles of Art used in this work. (2 sentences each)
Balance   Contrast    Pattern   Rhythm   Repetition   Proportion  Variety   Unity   Emphasis
* What do you notice about the angle the artist viewed the still life from?
* Comment on the ‘art of selection’ applied by the artist….did the artist  “CROP” the image?
· Cognitive Response…..what thoughts does this art work provoke? (mental associations) 2 sent.
· Emotional Response….what do you feel when you view this work? (senses, moods) 2 sent.
· Compare and Contrast….describe 3 similarities and 3 differences between your two chosen works. (6 sentences)     This research should be 3-4 pages in your Investigation Workbook.

(Below assignment is for HL only, hence SL will have 5 less pages to complete)
Summer Observations….seeing like an artist.  Look carefully, sketch, focus on details, sketch, find design in nature, sketch, look for aesthetic qualities within your manmade environment, sketch, collect interesting bits of places, sketch, record sensations, sketch items of interest around you. Document in your workbook approximately 5 pages of independent observing in the form of Sketches, Writing, your own Photographs, etc.  Think of your workbook as a Visual Journal---a Pictoral Diary of an Art Student.  Enjoy the creative process!
Bring your workbook with these first 15 pages for HL  (SL 10 pages)completed to our first class in August.

IB ART STUDENT WISH LIST ….not required, but so nice to have your own good supplies, especially when you are working at home. They will serve you well over the course of the next 2 years….and more.
· Exacto Knive with extra blades          * Drawing Pens and Ink     *fine line Sharpies (black)
· Metal ruler                                         * Quality drawing pencils  * Digital camera and printer
· Quality Colored Pencils (PrismaColor)              
· Good  Brushes,  watercolor (rounds) and acrylic (flats)
· A sturdy portfolio with handle (24” x 36” is a good size)
ART SUPPLIES may be purchased at any Art supply store or stationary store.  If you are purchasing Art materials in Doha, try these places:

*COLOR NOTE (on Al Merqab)
* ALWAN (3rd floor, City Center Mall)
* AL RANAWQ (across from Alhil Hospital, behind KFC, under the domes)
* AL RANAWQ (fiber art stuff “Button Souq”)
* JARIR Book Store ( Salwa Rd, near Educ. City/FFC)
* WAQIF Art Center (small store in Souq Waqif)



More about Investigation / Research Workbooks  (RWB /IWB)
· A4 sketchbook ,  spiral  or bound (no pads, no watercolor paper) You will probably fill two 40-50 page sketchbooks over the next 2 years.
· Put your NAME, ADDRESS (and School Address), PHONE Number inside the Front Cover. You NEVER want to lose your IWB!
· Leave first page blank for a Table of Contents, which you will fill in after book is full.
· Now number each page, bottom right, both sides will be used.
· DATE every page as you work.
· Use BLACK PEN (pencil will not photocopy well)
· Work in your IWB everyday…better than several hours in a rush the night before.
· Never cut or tear pages out. Mistakes are okay. We are looking for improvement.
· OBSERVATIONAL Drawings make notes …  what? where?  when? why?  
· Use your camera to help record images, impressions, and process.
· Reference all sources….books, internet sites, TV, magazines, movies, etc.
· When traveling ANYWHERE, always have your Workbook and Camera!
KEEP YOUR INVESTIGATION WORKBOOK looking like a “an artist’s working journal”….NOT a SCRAPBOOK, and not full of internet images.  View CD you received (Artists and Journals).
Good ORGANIZATION and TIME MANAGEMENT Skills are a must in IB ART!!
 

